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ground the practice of ren erer circumiſtancet, and ſaßp- 
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undoubtedly they have; but then, ſurely, it muſt be in the way 
God has appointed, and that we find in 44, ii. 41. Then they that | 
_ received the word, were baptized 3 and the ſame day otter waad 


ben three theu{and ſous. 1ſt, They were taught, and 


ceived the word—r2d, They were baptized— 39, They were add 
8 \This,, then, was the grand rule obſerved by the in- 
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tons ————— ANION 
It js pity, methinks, that migiſters and chucches' cannot act faith? | 
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lieve in him; yet, Lam fur from efinking it efſential to-falvation : - 
| II never did think ſo :——but I have-thought, and ſtill think; that 
it is eſſential to communion 3 and which I gtound on the 'praftice - 1 
of the primitive churches, and the plain ſenſe of ſeripture. I % I 
good men of all denominations; and heſitate not to detlary'my fm 
perſuaſion, that they will be ſaved; - whether they arch bt dre not, 
baptized by immerſion 5 yet, for all this, I ſhould not chuſd to en- 
courage mixt communion. It is eaſy to depart from all the grand 
eſſential doctrines of religion, under the pretence of candor; and it” 
is well if this is nut the caſe with hundreds we if 
kingdom, at this days An unguarded Figerry on the die "HO 
and an unbounded! charity on the other, are equally ſubverſive. 
religion ʒ and; in proportiun as theſe have prevailed,' e 
mine, and ſtrictueſm of difciplifie, have! declined,” All redbfibie 
allowances, I grant, are to be made for every one's weakneſs and 1 
infirmnity in the'preſent Rave, hut eure Mould be taken not to throw I I 
away facial things for carnal In ſotiit plates, perhaps, there may. 2 
de ſome rich and reputa bie Pedoaptiſtt, who are Eonfiderable fup- 
ports to a baptiſt miniter; and a credit to his flock Aey Propoſe” 
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free communiom -und to offer my reaſons againſt them. This 1 


J menno do without prejudfce-or-partiality. Then we hall, firſt,” 
exlmine the arguments in favour of free, or mint communion, 
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arne Jeſus Chriſt, have a right to all the privileges of the 


% golpel, c. This we noted and granted before, with this rb- 


ly that they ſhould enjoy their right in God's appointed way. 
he way pointed out in ſeripture, to the wine, is through the 
avater, Let us not encourage any, therefore, to climb up ſome 
other way. Let every thing be done decently, and i in o ORDER 2— 


| e firſt, and the Lord's ſupper nent. Again, N 
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letzes of the goſpel, by the authority and grant of Chriſt, and 


, Mleges, &.“ Lanſwer, very true; we have no right to exclude 


them — neither do we exclude them :—if there is any excluſion in 
the caſe, they exclude themſelres, by refuſing to obey the Lord 
Jeſus, in ſubmitting to the ane baptiſm be ante to nn 
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+ 0 admittance at the Lord's table and he tells him, Sir, I have no 
- objeRtion, but that you have not been baptized by immerſion ; and 
I could wiſh with all my beart, you would do, yourſelf the favour 
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carefully to examine that point. Do, Sic, lay aſide prejudice, and 
give the New. Teſtament another reading; and remember, that the 


.  reaſog; why I'cannot in conſcience admit you, lies in yourſelf; and, 


if a fin, it is wholly your on., I, have, tis true, no manner of 


* tight to, force, your conſcienoe ; nor have you, my good Sir, any 
might to force mine. Lam willing to oblige you; L pity you, and 
le you but do not be angry with me, and call me bigot, for 
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the Chriſtian, in reſpeRt to the preſets affair. - Let any in 28 
| perſon, then, judge where the act of excluſion-lies. - e S 

ſuppoſing u peffon who had never been ſprinkled iu inſiney, ſhaulg © 
apply to a Ni miniſter for, communion, would the minister 
admit him? No. — Why fo? |becauſe-he had not boeh baptived. 
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| Certainly not in the midifter v. t sees esa dees U 
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* any af the children of God, from any of the meanpof grace, s 
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But, ve proved; befate, that if thera js any excluſian(in zhe.caſp,1is. 
lies in the party who. refuſes. to comply with a plain, poſitive. s 
pointment of Chriſt. If I ſaquld, be. told, that Pedobaptiſts aſcem 
their mode of baptiſm. right and valid - I anſwer, 1, know: abey Aj 
do: But wuſt,9ve think $0, becauſe +bg/thiak ſo, ab the ſame uns. 
that we are perſuaded of the very contrary + \I{y,jndedy, Any: her 1 
ſons ſhould think the two modes of baptiſm equally valid, let * i4 
mixt communion and welcome; they, a&1in-cÞgragter T4 
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<« his table, dc. It may be ſo G ig f ſoventige,jand avaſt | | 
wereiful Father to his children, in their timer ſate .- Rut If 
confeſs, this argument wears an odd complexion, and ig a goad 
deal a/ kin to one L oH Dheard a Pedabeptiſt make Adel, in UU, 
of infant baptiſm ; he ſaid, . he was bre it was right, far by % E 
« membered that Mr. vn very much affected when tap» 4 I 
« tizing @ child, for he ſhed: tears ;. and he was: perſuaded he en- „ 
joyed the preſence of Gd. It is an eaſy matter to take that . 
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«1xeive the weak in the faith, without objetting. againit than 
« doubtful diſputations ;—— not ſetting up our o infallibility'as 
the ſtandard of truth, r. Very true ;\we-ought tu receive 
> thoſe, who aremak-in tha faith, but are we 1d redeive thoſe wht 
 oppoſt it i; Iimyſt confeſs, I think this argument is n i 'oby 
fab. Applying ſcripture tn ahs point, whicti:evidently/belongs 
to another, is. unfair, and unſafe. - There is a very material differ _ 
ente betwixt being eat in the faith, and having no faith at all, 
which is the/cuſs(with'th btiſts, . 
Sormerſion, Moreever, we grant that no man nb dorf men, +4 
have any right to ſet up thelr on thfallfbitfiy/ as" me fidhidart c 
truth:—Bat the'queſtion is, Have they a right to ſet up the wor! 
of God, as the Riindard of truth and to abide by lis dbetfn -G £1 
ordiuanees, let whoever win oppoſt them ?— Hitve they right t 
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vu uch Pedobaptiſts as before deſtribed, to be fricers© — 
« as we are bound to do, then it ic evident, in hall that che pont 
« in baptiſm, about which we differ, are not ſo clearly ſtated in the 
6e Bible, but that even 2 em I 
| anſiver, Int The ordinanes of baptiſen; in my opinion, in wury par- 
lcularly ſtated in the Bible: Know not ef any truth me efeurfy | 
*.  - Rated thore. It Mines Uke u ſum beany in the bleſſed pegeh erf ue 
New Teffament't=it is made ptain'as wpon tables; that Whoſyever 
mn, may ready ad, 'Thowgh'ws fecely-own the perſons udove re- 
| | ferred to; to be fineere Chriſtians, (aid wes ohn it , pferfrrey 
1 ut then? ſhall their difbelief-of baptiſm; mike te dodidanee! of 
1 effect i. And; morebuer, though theſe good people: miſtake 
1 point of baptiſm, it does not follow,” that the-defed dev ic the- 
1 eee been 
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